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merchant, sir Thomas Gresham, who had built the Bourse or Royal
Exchange at his own expense, and invited her majesty to open it
the evening of the 23rd. The whole of the building was splendidly
illuminated, and furnished with goods and merchandize, sir Thomas
Gresham having let the shops rent-free for a year to those who
would fit them up and light them with wax-lights that evening, in
honour of the queen's visit. Everything went off brilliantly, and
the queen was much pleased.

The emperor of Germany offered his eldest son, the archduke
Bodolph, to Elizabeth for a consort, and she gave an encouraging
reply, but the negotiation proved ineffectual. Henry of Navarre,
the champion of Protestantism, proposed himself to her, but she
declined his suit. There was then a fresh attempt on the part of
the queen-mother of France to renew the treaty for the alliance
of the duke of .Anjou, but without success; for he rudely told his
associates that tehe would not marry the queen of England, for
she was not only an old creature, but had a sore leg."

"When Elizabeth heard of this insulting observation she broke
off the negotiation, and consented to receive the addresses of his
younger brother Francis, duke of Alen^on, an ugly, diminutive
prince, very much scarred with the small-pox. The treaty for her
marriage with this unsuitable wooer occupied more than ten
years. The execution of the duke of Norfolk took place June 2,
1572, and was followed by a seiies of fetes and entertain ments, to
welcome the arrival of the duke de Montmorenci and other com-
missioners, to complete a treaty of perpetual peace and alliance
between France and England. The treaty was solemnly ratified
by Elizabeth, who then invested Montmorenci with the order of
the Garter, received a first love-letter from her small suitor, the
duke of Alencon, with apparent satisfaction, and made particular
inquiries into his personal defects. " These/* the ambassadors
assured her majesty," had been greatly exaggerated by report, and
that there was a physician who could remove all the scars of the
small-pox from his countenance, which but for them would have
been very handsome." His royal mother, Catharine de Modicis*
requested that the beautifying proscription might be applied with-
out delay, advising that it should be tried in the first instance on
a page.

The news of the massacre of St. Bartholomew interrupted the
matrimonial treaty; for the idea of Elizabeth marrying the son of
Oatdiarine do Medicis was very distasteful to her subjects; but she
consented to stand godmother to the new-born difaghter of
Charles IX. without the slightest scruple, and presented the babe
-with, a c&ristening font of gold. She chose to be represented by